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(255 3CHREE)

A Study of Obscure Chemical Poisoning

I . Discussion on the Diagnostic Methods of Obscure Poisoning

The causes of obscure poisoning are analyzed and discussed, and the diagnostic procedures are summarized as

follows: 1. The acquisition of correct diagnosis is of primal importance in patient management, and is therefore

a concept to be firmly established among the clinicians. Only by bearing this prerequisite in mind can through and

meticulous examinations and assessments be carried out, and possible clues pointing to the poisonous agent be
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discovered. 2. Led by the clues taken hold of ,a solid basis supported by conclusive evidences for definitive diagno-

sis should be sought for through careful testing of specific poisons and determination of the extent of organic

damage defined according to set criteria. Pathological examination, toxicological studies, and epidemiologic survey

are to be carried out when necessary in order to confirm or refute the diagnosis of poisoning by specific toxic sub-

stances. Avoidance of “rush” or “indiscriminate” diagnosis is emphasized.
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